Objective.-To investigate causes of death and age at death in cerebral palsy (CP) subjects compared with the general population. Method.-Analysis of data supplied by the Centre of Epidemiology on the Medical Causes of Death was conducted. Three thousand and thirty-one death certificates indicating a diagnosis of CP were reported between 2000 and 2008.
Etiologies, comorbidities and causes of death in a population of 133 polyhandicapped patients cared for at specialist rehabilitation centres
Results.-Hundred and thirty-three patients died, 70 children and 63 adults. The sex-ratio was 84 men to 49 women. The average stay in these institutions was 10 years. The average age at the time of death was 21 years, in 60% of cases the place of death was in the specialist rehabilitation centres. The causes of death in decreasing order were: pulmonary infections (63.2%), sudden death (18%), status epilepticus (6.8%); 79.7% of patients suffered from chronic respiratory insufficiency, 60.2% suffered from serious scoliosis, 66.9% drug-resistant epilepsy, 78.9% had digestive disorders. The main aetiologies of the poly-handicap were: pre-and perinatal encephalopathies (31.6%), metabolic encephalopathies (18%), convulsive encephalopathies (11.3%). The qualitative assessment of general movements in preterm infants with small for gestational age or abnormal echo image: Pilot study
